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«-Frovr. We are much inclined to believe that 
the late rise in the price of this article had little 
more than the spirit of speculation for its foundation. 
The real sales made in Baltimore were of a small 
amount, and both buyers and sellers are now at a 
stand—the price of the commodity is nearly nomi- 
nal, except what is sold for domestic consumption, 
which is various and uncertain. Later advices from 
Europe are impatiently waited for. 


(pThere are verbal reports by an arrival at New 
York, a day or two later from Liverpool, that the 
crops were turning out better than was expected, 
and that the market had not advanced. 


Froripa. It is well said by the Richmond Engui- 
rer, that our newly acquired territory of Florida 
sis very productive of—documents.” We now add 
several to the mass of matter hitherto given, to pre- 
sent, if possible, sa view of the whole ground.”’ We 
wonder thatso great a fire has been kindled by the 
oun Spanish-ike proceedings of two individuals— 
by which we mean to insinuate, that the door of 
common justice was only to be opened by a golden 
key. But Jackson determined that “justice is— 
justice,” and used his great powers as *“captain- 
general” to demonstrate it. 


—— 


Tar constitution. On the 7th of December, 
1816, president Madison invited the attention of 
congress to the “expediency of exercising their 
existing powers, and, where necessary, of resort- 
ing to the prescribed mode of enlarging them, in 
order to effectuate a comprehensive system of roads 
and canals,” &c. This part of his message was re- 
ierred to a select committee of the house of repre- 
sentatives, who made a very interesting report on 
the subject,* and concluded with a resolution re- 
questing that the president should report to con- 
gress at its next session and every subsequent ses 
sion, “such roads and canals and improvements of 
water courses, as were requiredin a general system 
_ Of internal navigation,” &c. At this session, also, 
Mr. Calhoun, now secretary at war, introduced a 
resolution to set aside the bonus and annual divi- 
dends of the national bank «as a permanent fund for 
internal improvements,” which, in due course of 
lime, passed both houses and was presented to 
Mr. Madison for his approbation; but on the Srd 
March, 1817, the last day of his administration, he 
informed the house that he had considered and re- 
jected the bill which set aside certain funds “for 
“onstructing roads and canals and improving the 
iavigation of water courses,” because it’did “not 
“ppear that the power proposed to be exercised by 
twas among the enumerated powers” granted by 
A conkip iat or by “any just interpretation” 

: be made out to appear so.f Thissettled the 
ee for, though the bill was afterwards at- 
Fon et to be carried, a majority of four only was 
hemes for it in the house of representatives, and 
he Consequently lost. President Monroe, in his 
“r Rural speech, 4th March, 1817, invited attention 

ads and canals, proceeding always, however, 
ee Ee . 
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with a “constitution4l sanction,” giving the people 
to understand clearly, that he also thought power 
was wanting in congress to expend money for inter. 
nal improvements. 

A Lexington, Ken. paper of the 8th ult. noticés 
the arrival there of gen. Bernard, col. Trotten, 
capt. Poussier, and other gentlemen of the corps 
of engineers, on their way to Louisville, for the 
purpose of making a survey of the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi rivers, in pursuance of an appropriation 
made by congress for that purpose, with a view to 
the improvement of the navigation of the western 
waters. We are really pleased to hear of this—for 
it is as much the business of the general govern- 
ment to attend to such things, as for a man to guard 
the veins and arleries of his own body; but we 
should be glad if some one learned.in the law, 
would 'tell us from whence the power to expend 
money in the survey of a river is derived, seeing 
that there is no power to apply money to the im. 
provement of its navigation—and to describe the use 
of the former if the latter cannot be accomplished? 
In our humble notion of the principle of things, it 
appears to us, that the cost of surveying a river as 
much becomes a constituent part of the expense of 
improving its navigation, as that portion of the mo- 
ney which may be laid out in deepening its chan. 
nel by removing obstructions to its course; and 
we really cannot apprehend a power to do the one, 
without insisting upon it that there is also a power 
to do the other. If we agree that congress has the 
right te expend money for such purposes in the 
territories of the United States, it has no relation to 
this subject; for the Ohio river as much belongs to 
states as the Susquehannah or Potomac; and so 
we are at fault again. A mention of the Susque- 
hannah calls to mind what is now going on in Bal. 
timore—a large sum of money has been raised in 
this city, by voluntary subscriptions, for the pur- 
pose of “surveying that river, with a view to the 
improvement of its navigation:” why might not the 
money for this have been as rightfully requested 
and obtained of the general government, as that 
which is to be expended in surveying the Ohio? 
The last, to be sure, is the greatest river, and more 
persons and a much larger district of country is 
interested in its navigation—but tbe navigable 
streams of the Susquehannah have an united length 
of eighteen hundred and fifty miles, and it is the 
channel through which the waters of the sreat 
lakes will probably be united with those of the 
Chesapeake bay, before twenty years; presenting a 
direct water-communication from the seat of 
vernment to the Canadian frontier, Though more 
immediately interested in the navigation of the 
latter river, we have a sufficiency of public spirit 
to approve a frs# attention to the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi—all that we mean to imply is, that the people 
of Maryland, Pennsylvania and New-York, &c. pos- 
sess as much right to have the Susquehannah river 
surveyed at the cost of the United States, as those 
of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, &c. can have to claim 
a survey of the Ohio river at the expense of the 
union: else we think that there must be one consi. 
tution for the Atlantic and another for the western 
states, though we never yet have heard that there 
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was, and hope tlt there never will be. - 
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«Equality is equity—conformity is justice.” Our 
design in reference to this matter is, that the merits 
of the great question, a to the power of congress 
to appropriate money for internal improvements, 
- should be again enquired into,—for we must pre- 
sume that the president has changed his epinion 
about it; but if it shall appear that there is no pow- 
er to improve, itis ridiculous to suppose that money 
. €an be apprupiiaicd to survey, with a view to im. 

provement. 

* - Revirr raws, &c. It is with much satisfaction 
that we notice the progress of good principles in 
the west, in regard to retief laws and local curren. 
cies, and refer our readers to the inaugural message 
of governor Carrol to the legislature of Tenness<e, 


-for some very sound commion-sens2 remarks on}. 


those su')jecis. Had the legislators of Kentucky 
and ‘Tennessee refused first to have sanctioned lit- 
ters of banks, and afterwards rejected certain pro- 
positions that interfered between debtor and cre- 
ditor and violated the obligation of contracts, the 
people of those states would have easily passed 
through the trials and difficulties which have been 
so generally encountered in Europe and America, 
_in consequence of the great changes that have hap- 
pened in the relation of things and condition of 
-pations. But they attempted to legislate their peo- 
_ple out of their dificulties, and the result has been, 
that every act for that purpose, producing momen- 
tary relief to some, has mightily added to the gene. 
ral stock of misery and distress—and caused the 
ruin of thousands through the sudden extensions 
and sudden contractions of the credit system—by 
outrageous depreciations of the local currency, 
which necessarily caused extraordinary apprecia: 
tions of. money. 

Much has been said about “shard-hearted credit- 
ors”— it answers well to catch the vulgar, and may 
be very profitably empioyed by those who would 
five on the Iabor of their fellows: it is lke the cry 
of «mad-cog” in the mouth of a malicious man:— 
but, as we have before observed, there is ten thou- 
sand times more injury sustained by dishonest 
debtors than from hard-hearted creditors. Now and 
_ then a wretch appears, anc I think that L[know two 
or three such, who would sel! the widow’s milk at 
auction, which nature had given her for the sup- 

ort of her orphan child, if it were possible to do 
it, rather than lose a part of their claims against 
her; but itis so generally the interest of creditors 
to deal tenderly with their honest debtors, that they 
rather sustain and encourage than oppress and dis 
hearten them, The man that will not make an 
effort to pay his debts, or squanders other people’s 
money at ihe gaming table, race-course, &c, more 
often receives mercy than justice,—for he isnot 
entitkd to commisseration; and it is fer his own 
good, as well as that of the society im which he 
lives, that extensive suffering should teach him dis- 
cretion, and compel him to live honestly or suffer 
him to exist ignominiously. If reformation is pro- 
duced, thereware few persons so destitute as to be 
without friénds to help them onwards, unless their 

revious Vices and crimes bave exhausted the means 
of such friends, which is too often the case, espe- 
cially in places where the payment of debts may be 
shoved off by long stays of execution or other re- 
gulutions for “relief;” by which their friends, Jend. 
ing their names just as matters of form, are often. 
times involved in a common ruin. 

Iam not prepared to say, that no emergency can 
arise when it might not be sound policy to interpose 


‘the result is, that they get not only dee 





between debtor and creditor, by legal provisions; 


ee ae 
but I never have heard of any thing of the ki 

being done, whieh did not add to the heap of suf 

ing which it was presumed tobe a panace; ¢- 
The dissolute and desperate asmuch caiculate y m 
such procrastinated -paymentsyias a prudent i 
does upon the:money which he has on hand; a 
deeper in debt, but involve others in their altho 
ties, who ought and would ‘have assisted thei t 





‘begin the world a-new, uader different circumstay, 


ces, As labor and abstinence are the only mer 
by which certain cruel diseases of the human bo 
can be relieved og qured, so there is no remedy for 
“hard times’’ but industry and economy, All el 
is quackery. 

Oxntication OF CONTRACTS, © Important legal pre 
ceedings. ‘The following accoiint of the substance 
ofa late decision had in Baltimbie county court, his 
contributed much to revive a hope that justice hy 
not wholly departed from our Tad, as it affects the 
relation of debtor and creditor. It is settled, (and 
in conformity to the decision of the stipreme court 
of the United States), that those late fruitful agens 
of corruption, the insolvent laws of Maryland, are 
rendered nearly harmless; they no longer, liketie 
open decors of a brothel, will invite the people of 
prostitution. They only release the person of; 
debtor-—-his property subsequently acquired is lis 
ble to the payment of his just debts, about whic 
there never ought to have been a question mate, 
We have been almost literally ridden over by those 
who thought they had discharged everv legal ob 
ligation to be honest, by a few round affidavits be 
fure the commissioners, and. are truly glad .to leam 
they have found themselves to be mistaken. 

“it is now fully understoed and admitted, (sis 
the Federal Gazette), that the only benefit whichs 
debtor can-obtain by an application to the commis 
sioners of insolvent debtors, is the release of his per 
son from imprisonment. The right of creditors to 
cbtain the full amount of their just claims out of 
any property acquired by an insolvent debtor, 
subsequent to his application. for the benefit d 
the insolvent laws of this state, it is also adm 
ted, is not affected by any release or dischargt 
which such debtor has.obtained or can obtail— 
Our insolvent system, under the present construe 
tion of the law, -is therefore become compa 
tively harmless, and the complaints of credilo' 
as to its injurious effects, we presume, will ceas. 
We consider it now of so little importance ft 
creditors to know that their debtors are applying 
for the benefit of a law which can only release 
their persons from imprisonment, while all thé 
property, rights, claims, and future acquisiio™ 
remain answerable for their debts, that we sh 
discontinue the publication of the list of applican's 
for the benefit of the insolvent laws, after this day: 

acPIn the case of the United States vs. Fred 
ickson, lately tried at Philadelphia, in the U:* 
circuit court-for Pennsylvania; the following P™ 
ceedings took place: 

Atherton, for defendant, moved fora «rule tosh’? 
cause why the process in this case should no 
set aside with the costs.” The motion was grou” 
ed.on the 14th section of the act of assembly, ea 
ed 20th March, 1814, which enacts, “that it’ 
be lawful for the court by whom any debtor ® 
have been discharged under this act, to make’ 
order, that whenever a majority in number , 
value of his creditors residing within the ae 
States, or having a known attorney therein, 0°" 
in writing thereto, he shall be released from 
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afterwards acquire, shall be exempted from execu: 
tion for auy debt..contracted, or cause of action 


created, previous to suchidischarge, for seven years | 


thereafier;.and.if, after such order shall be so made, 
and a majority in number, and, yalue. of his credit. 
ors shall:-hbave consented as aforesaid, any, action 
shall be commenced or execution issued for such 
debt or cause.of action, itshall be the duty of, the 
court from which the process issued, to set aside 
the same; with costs:” It was stated by the counsel, 
that a motion similar to the present had been sanc- 
tioned by the district court for the city and county 
of Philadelphia. 

The court refused even to grant the rule to shew 
cause, observing that the law upon which the mo- 
tion was founded was equivalent to a discharge of 
the debt; and, to say the least of it, impaired the 
obligation, of: contracts, contrary, to. the decision 
of this court in Gold vs. Prince, and that of Sturgis 
vs. Crowninshield, 4th Wheaton’s Rep. 122.* If the 
legislature can constitutionally take away a credit- 
or’s remedy for seven years, they can for seventy—- 
in either case the law impairs the obligation of 
contracts, they differ only in degree. 

“CHANGE OF PosITION.” The general success of 
manufaciures in the United States is undoubtedly 
éstablished, unless ‘there shall be extensive wars 
in Europe to divest the attention of the people 
and their government from the things that belong 
to their own peace and prosperity, to artificial and 


anit, and, the estate, and property. which he may} 


: 
* 





temporary means of relief and apparent benefit. 


been, spoliated, and paid to her spoilers, a valie 
equal to not less.than six or seven hundred mil- 
lions of dollars, which.one would have supposed 
must not only have drained her of all the precious 


metals but of every thing also that was easy of 
transportation, and, might be exchanged for them. 
But itis.not so--specie is abundant in France, be- 


cause there is abundant employment for het whole 


population; which cannot be materially affected by 


accident, while the system of Napoleon is maintain- 
ed; and which Louis, even if disposed to sacrifice 


the happiness of his people for the benefit of fo- 


reigners, Cannotmuster up courage enough to aban- 


% 

The poverty,of the people of the United States 
has partially brought about what a wise legislation 
might have accomplished without suffering—many 
of the most valuable manufactures may now be re- 
garded as established, provided Europe remains at 
peace and has plenty. But if the wat or-famine 
rages, up goes speculation and down goes indus- 
try, and a momentary prodigality will again precede 
along series of misery and distress, The manu- 
facturers do not want any thing to act in their be- 
half like a dounty, such as is granted to American 
suip-owners and fishermen—they only desire an 
assurance that changes in Eurspe shali not affect 
their. establishments as to the Aome market, as in 
1816 and 1817; when many that had regarded them- 
selves as wealthy were almost reduced to beggary, 
without any fault or act their own. 

A conviction is forced upon us that reliance cap, 
not be placed on foreigners, either to fill the public 


it may be anti-commercial, but I am sure that it is; treasury by taxes paid by our ourselves on their 


not anti-Christian, nor do-L believe that it is anti- | goods, or to promote the private happiness; and 
.we unwillingly see that, like other nations, we 


republican, to express a desire that the happiness 
and success of this great and rising nation may not 
at all depend on the miseries of the inhabitants of 
othercountries. Our own prosperity must be built 
upon our own resources, and then, though it may 
be hastened forward by war or famine in Europe, 
it cannot be prostrated on the return of peace anc 
plenty te the people of that quarter of the world. 
Our habits of industry and application to business, 
should not be overcome or deranged by. the bubble 
that commerce holds out as contingent on the dis- 
asters of others, and by which thousands of honest 
and laborious men are deprived of their hard earn- 
€d property, by the fluctuations of trade and its 
effect on the value of all sorts of real and. personal 
acquisitions. Steadinessis the surest pledge of ac- 
complishing the independence of this.country and 
of rendering it the richest on the globe. Money 
is Only the sign of wealth—it is the capacity to fur- 
nish that which will produce money, that consti- 
tutes the. wealth of nations, and this.is in; the pro- 
fitable employment of all willing, to labor, and its 
amount of. value..surpasses calculation. .What- 
éver congress may door leave undone, we are most 
solicitous that they should pursue some system that 
shall become.permanent,:so far as they have the 
power to establish one. When we get familiarized 
to it and our calculations are made upon. it, our 
interest will be far better promoted even by, a dad} 
system,than if projects to succeed project and eve- 
ry thing remain subject tovchange on adventitious 
foreign events, which we have no power te controul 
one way oranother. It-was,an adherence to sys- 
tem that has rendered France the country in which, 


‘Of all others,- the comforts of life are most easily 


ebtamed—though,. within a few years, she has 


es dn 








*[ These important cases.are also preserved in 
te Reaisren. 





must depend upon ourselves for the supply of cur 
own public and private wants. No other govern- 
ment than that of the United States ever suffered 
its revenue to depend on the caprices or crimes 
of other governments—we stand alone as an exam- 
ple of that policy which rests upon chance to de- 
fray the expenses of our political institutions--— (he 
payment of our president’s salary may be said to 
rest upon the consumption of British cloths or 
French silks, and we begin to think that this state 
of things cannot last much longer;—so the people 
will not be “let alone’”’—their lands and houses or 
products must be directly taxed, er the wheels of 
the government will stop. But it is notorious that 
such taxes cannot be paid without some corres- 
ponding regulations for the encouragement of do- 
mestic industry—and hence it is, perhaps, that se- 


'veral of the editors of newspapers that formerly 


were the most hostile to manufacturing, are easing 
off—and, as it were, putting “an anchor to wind- 
ward’”’ to come infor a share of the merit of a sys- 
tem which others have long contended for, and 
which would not yet be thought of by such per- 
sons if the revenue yielded’ a sufficiency by ims 
ports, though the introduction of foreign goods 
should fill eur country. with paupers, and cause 
the husbandman to lament the abundance of his 
crops, onaccount of the want of a market for them. 
For. my part, 1 am grateful that the time is at hand 
when. the citizens of the United States will not be 
wholly cheated into the payment of taxcs; when 
they will feel that they have a government, and so 
watch its proceedings for the preservation of thew 
liberties; and, we beg leave to remind them of our 
favorite quotation, that ‘vigilance is the condition 
on which they.ate granted;” ard besides, it. pro- 
duces economy i the administration of the publi¢ 
affuirs, and keeps every body more honest. 
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Ii is my deliberate opinion, that the immense 
amount of taxes, in the shape of duties on goods 
imported, paid in the years 1815, 1816 and 1817, 
had a much more powerful effect to destroy the 
morals, as well as to injure the United States in a 
pecuniary point of view, than the period of the late 
war; and, such is the desperate condition of tens of 
thousands of those who pass for sober citizens, as 
to openly declare, that the time of the war, with 
all its horrid concomitants, was preferable to this 
time of peace—“the era of good feelings.” 

Before we dismiss this subject we may well 
express our astonishment in observing the great 
amount and variety of fami/y manufactures that have 
been exhibited at the late agricultural fairs in New 
York and others of the more eastern states. Grass 
bonnets, in imitation of the Leghorn, but of supe- 
rior qualities, were frequent—with cloths, of all 
sorts, of wool, flax and cotton and mixtures of 
them,—and flannels, blankets, stockings, shawls, 
counterpanes, &c. &c. were exposed without num- 
ber, and readily sold at very pleasant prices. 

Wonrrsy or ritatTion. A decree has passed the 
Portuguese cortes which provides thas ‘no deputy 
to the cortes, during the time of his holding the place 
of deputy, shall accept or solicit from the govern- 
ment, for himself or for any other person, any pen- 
sion, mark of honor, ( condecoracao _), or employ- 
ment, except when it belongs to him by virtue of 
the law in the career of his profession.” 

The London “Courier” calls this «a ridiculous 

assumption of political virtue,” and we apprehend 
that there are many persons in the United States 
that would say the same thing—f they dared. The 
numerous applications by members of congress for 
office, shews us, at least, thatthe great principle on 
which a majority is obtained in the British house 
of commons, is not practically rejected here. It 
is not probable that we shall soon have a president 
that will give places for votes—but, surely, it can- 
not do any harm to prevent a traffic so infamous. 
Perhaps a great deal might be done in this way, by 
other persoas high in office,to screen their own mal- 
administration in regard to the public disburse- 
‘ments, The best way to keep people honest, is to 
look sharply into their proceedings—for we have 
not any more “angels” here than there are in Eng- 
land or Portugal! Man is every where pretty nearly 
the same; and if less corruption exists among the 
rulers of one country than in another, it is because 
the people have more vigilance to detect and pow- 
er to punish the guilty. 


SAD corm 
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PorvraTtion oF 1820. We have, at last, received 
the gross returns of the population of Virginia, , 
without any ‘sort of classification of the people— 
the aggregate is 1,028,623; shewing an increase of 
only 54,001 persons in 10 years, and nearly 100,000 
less than we supposed that the population would 
have amounted to. 

In 1810, the number of slaves in Virginia was 
392,518---it is probable that more than the increase 
of population in the whole state is to be found in 
the increased amount of this people;—but she will 
still have the third rank in the power of the states 
as represented in congress, for her constitutional 
number will be about 880,000—three-fifths of the 
slaves being counted. Young Ohio holds the 4th 
grade of representative power. 





In Pennsytvania, however rent by parties and 
impel!ed or impeded by factions in what is com- 





manly called politics, a steady dispdsition exists to 





encourage domestic industry and extend facilitiey 
to internal navigation, by roads, bridges and Canals 
As well for the purpose of complimenting this no. 


ble state on such a policy, as to make known the | 


fact that such a manufacture exists, we state, With 
pleasure that the commissioners superintend} 
the erection of the state capitol at Harrisburg, hay. 
contracted with Mr. Macauley, of Philadelphia, fo 
a large quantity of Ingrain Carpetting, of his ow, 
manufacture, to cover the legislative halls, &, 

Yanxez Norions, A Massachusetts paper of. 
serves, ‘‘there is not a native that cannot read anq 
write; every child is educated; every child is ep, 
titled to education asa right. The rich tax them. 
selves to educate the poor. By our constitution 
and laws, schools must be every where supported 
enough to educate the whole population.” We 
wish such notions as these were more prevalent iy 
Maryland. We have thousands of adult white na, 
tives of the state, that do not know a letter of the 
alphabet, perhaps, except “round O” or ‘crooked 
Rad 

Tut Metnopists. The total number of the men. 
bers of this society is given at 523,605—of whom 
281,146 are under charge of the American, and 
242,459 under that of the British conferences. The 
whole amount of preachers is 1,930; viz. in Great 
Britain 700; Ireland 125, foreign stations 128; in 
the American conferences 977. The first American 
conference was heldin 1773, when there were only 
10 preacher's and 1,160 members! 





TENNESSEE BANKS. We have late exhibits of the 
state of these banks, from which the following 
items are taken: 

Bank of the state of Tennessee, 
Specie on hand 24,193 Deposites(indiv.) 17,360 
Notes of other Do, of the trea- 


banks 131,740 sury 210,738 
Notes d iscount- Notes in circu. 
ed 402,839 lation 337,469 


Bank of Nashville, with the branches at Sheldyville 


and Gallatin. 
Specie on hand 168,000 Notes in circula- 
Jation 
No other particulars stated. 


ee a 


469,000 


Waat’s To nr pone? From the Richmond Ew 
quirer of Oct. 30. Mr. Niles, in his last Weekly 
Register, professes not to be “in the secrets of the 
cabinet;”’ but states that he has ‘what appears” to 
him “good reasons to believe, that a heavy duty, 
tax or excise will be recommended by “the execu- 
tive to congress, at its ensuing session, on distilied 
sprits and some other articles—and, at the same 
time, such a rise of the present duties, on articles 
of like kind imported, as shall amount to nearly & 
prohibition of them.” 

Suppose Mr. N’s conjecture right, this objection. 
to the scheme immediately presents itself. Sup: 
pose it to be on whiskey, the western people prin: 
cipally will-have to advance it; now, what money 
willthey pay it in? Surely not the current -paper 
which is near 50 per cent. discount; for the govern 
ment of the U.S. will spend very little of this mo- 
ney in the west—they want most of it elsewhere.— 
If demanded in specie, where are they to get it? 
They have not enough of it already to pay ‘the go 
vernment what they owe. for land—and the table 
of the next session will probably be again loaded 
with petitions for relief against these debts. How 
then can they contrive to pay a new and heavy tas: 
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The circulation of the western country alone 
esents some difficulties to a new and heavy sys- 
‘em of taxation. nai 

_-~in this state of the case—we ask what is to be 
done? Borrow, BORROW, BORROW, and pass the 
sovereign authority into the hands of bankers and 
havers—stock-jobbers and money lenders, and en- 
ioy the “blessings” of an unextinguishable public 
‘iebt, like England? No—if, after overhauling our 
expense account, we cannot get along—let us make 
,{ull stop until we ascertain whut’s to be done? 

But would not the very duty on whiskey to be 
inst paid by the “western people,” so operate on 
the eastern people as to enable the other easily to 
nay it, and not in depreciated paper? 

Tae CLAIMS ON SPAIN.—We expected that, soon 
sfter the adjournment of the commissioners ap- 
pointed under the Florida treaty, we should have 
been able to lay before the public a concise ab- 
tract of their proceedings during their late session. 
But, little of a conclusive nature having been de- 
ermined on, and great indulgence having been 
lowed to the claimants who wished a suspension 
of cases involving the least doubt, until an argu- 
ment was heard—it was impossible for us to obtain 
ot furnish much satisfactory information. In fact, 
the principle part of the time of the commissioners 
yas employed in examining the memorials filed 
with the secretary of the board previous to or on 
he 10th ultimo, which amounted to about three hun- 
ired in number. Of these memorials many, we un- 
derstand, were so defectfve in the statement of the 
puticulars of the claim, or in complying with the 
ders of the board, as to require amendment; and 
of those suspended for argument, some involved 

ety important and doubtful principles, while 

thers were suspended merely at the request of 

e claimants or their agents. 

Many claims, as stated by the memorialists them- 

elves, were so obviously out of the pale of the 

eaty, that they were at once rejected on the 
limants’’ own shewing. We mention two or 
ree of these to shew the kind of cases which have 
mssisted to constitute the enormous amount claim- 

:d by our citizens from the Spanish government 

heretofore stated, we believe, at between thirty 
or forty millions of dollars. For instance, a wo- 
man presented a claim for damages sustained by 
arin consequence of the detention of her hus- 
hand by Spanish authority; another for injury done 


0 avessel accidentally run afoul of by a Spanish. 


essel; another for a capture by a French priva- 
‘et, which dispatched the captured vessel to Cuba, 
\t, before its arrival there, a re-capture by a Bri- 
ish vessel occuring, a heavy decree for salvage by 
British court of admiralty followed, &c, 

Of the important points suspended for argument, 
he following, among others, may be enumerated: 

l. Cases of American vessels captured by priva- 
iid, (bearing French commissions and nae but 
wned and manned, in whole or in part, by Spa- 
"ards,) carried into a Spanish colony, under. the 


ight, or with the knowledge, of Spanish authori-. 


a American crew there dismissed, the car- 
pre saicr distribution of the prize made among 
, sion ye ne proceedings ending in a condem. 
~~ aaututed before any court—and all applica- 
bthontae by the American owners to the Spanish 
- e 'es for redress, evaded or refused, _ 

‘ith thee of contracts made by American citizens 
ith by th panish government, and not complied 
Bes of ¢ ¢ latter—in other words, whether any byt 

orts are embraced by the treaty. 


3. Claims for contingent losses —the loss of con- 

Hagen interests, or the loss of probable profits. . 

. Cases of seizure of vessels by the French go- 
vernment, in the ports of Spain, | 

Arguments in writing are required to be made by 
the board on all the questions that are thus suspend- 
ed, at their next session. A liberal construction 
will no doubt be given to the treaty, but it is the . 
duty of the board, at the same time, to guard the in- 
terest of those claimants whose rights are indisput- 
able; for the admission of a false claim will neces- 
sarily diminish the amount received by rightful 
claims, should the sum quoted by the treaty fall 
shost, 

We would by no means suggest to claimants any 
step that would incur unnecessary expeiise; but, 
where they cannot attend, personally, the meetings 
of the board, it appears to us to be their interest to 
have counsel to represent them. 

We understand that the number of memorials fil. 
ed with the secretary of the board at this date, ex- 
ceeds five hundred. The board, it will be remem- 
bered, has adjourned to the first Monday in Janda» 
ry. { Mat. Intel. 
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The late occurrences in Florida. 
FROM THE FLORIDIAN. 

I have seen a publication in the New Orlearis 
papers, signed “Caillava,” purporting to be a 
statement of facts in relation to the occurrences 
here, on the 22d August, “which he attests to be 
true in every respect, under the oath which he 
takes upon his honor, as solemnly as the law re- 
quires, consenting to answer with his head for the 
truth of said statement.” This publication I feel 
myself, froma sense of truth and justice, constrain- 
ed to pronounce a tissue of falsehood and distor. 
tion of facts from the commencement to the end. 
But for the palpable untruth of that part of colo- 
nel Callava’s statement which relates to my perso- 
nal agency in the affair, I should not have appeared 
before the public, and now do so with extreme re- 
luctance. The following is the commission under. 
which col. Butler* and myself acted on that occa- 
sion, and our official report thereon-- 


It being made Known to me, by the confession of 
Domingo Sousa, that the papers named in the 
petition of Henry M. Brackenridge, alcalde for the 
city of Pensacola, and which were demanded un« 
der my orders as the property of private indivi- 
duals, by colonel George Walton, secretary for 
West Florida, colonel J. Miller, clerk of the county 
court of Escambia, and Henry M. Brackenridge, 
alcalde for the city of Pensacola, were, after said 
demand, in pursuance of my orders as aforesaid, 
was made, by the said Domingo Sousa, and a ne- 
gro man, carried this day to the house of the late 
governor don Jose Callava, and delivered (the said 
documents and papers), into the possession of his 
steward, named Fullarat: 


Colonel Robert Butler, of the army of the Unit- 
ed States, and Dr. J. ©. Bronaugh, accompunied 
by Henry M, Brackenridge, esq. alcalde for the city 
of Pensacola, will wait upon colonel don Jose Ca}- 
lava, and. his steward, named Fuallarat, and de. 
mand from them the following papers, this day de- 
livered to the said Fullarat, at the house of the 
said colonel Callava, by the said Domingo Sousa, 
that is to say: First, the documents and papers re- 
lating to the estate of Nicolas Maria Vidal, Se- 
a ianemiiatetatetnen il 
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cond, the documents in the proceedings between 
Carlos de Ville and Eugene Sierras Third, ‘the 
documents and papers in the’ case of Manuel Bon- 
fay and Carlos de Ville. Fourth; documents and 
papers on the proceedings in the case of Peter 
Guilkes against Thomas Villasica, all which docu- 
ments and papers are acknowledged to be the pro- 
perty of individuals, and appertaining to their 
rights, and which are secured to them by and un. 
der the 2d article of the treaty with Spain, con- 
cluded at the city of Washington, on the 22d‘ day 
of February, 1819, and ratified on the correspond- 
ing day of 1821, and must remain forthe protec: 
tion of the rights and property of the said indivi- 
duals, and no officer of Spain can rightfully take 
them away, or keep them from the office of the 
duly appointed alcalde for the city of Pensacola. 
Itis further ordered, that if the’said late governor 
don Jose Callava, or his steward, Fullarat, when 
the above described papers are demanded of them, 
should fail or refuse to deliver the same, that the 
said don Jose Callava, and his steward, Fuilarat, 
be forthwith brought before me, at my office, then 
and there to answer such interrogatories as may be 
put to them, of and concerning the premises; and 
to abide by, and perform, such order and decree 
touching the said documents and papers, secured 
to them as aforesaid, asthe justice of the casé may 
demand. 
Given nnder my hand, at Pensacola, this 22 
day of August, 1821. . ANDREW JACKSON, 
Governor of the Floridas, &c. Ec. 
.To.colonel Robert Butler, of the army, and Dr. 
J.C. Bronaugh, in company with Henry M. Brack- 
enridge, toexecute, and return, and report thereon. 





: Pensacola, Aue. 22, 1821, 

Sin—-Pursuant to your official order, bearing 
this date, we proceeded to the house of colonel 
Callava, who was absent: but on again returning 
to his house shortly after, we found him accompa. 
nied by a number of Spanish officers, clothed with 
their side arms, and Mr. John Innerarity, on the 
porch. The demand wasformally made of the do-! 
cuments enumerated in your order, and perempto- 
rily refused; when he was informed that his refusal 
would be considered as setting at defiance the au- 
thority exercised by you as governor of the Flori- 
das, in the execution of the laws: and they were 
again demanded, and the consequences of a refu- 
sal on his part enumerated, but in which refusal 
he still persisted—and we were about taking our 
leave, to prepare for the final execution of your 
order, when colonel Callava desired that if we 
svould furnish bim with a copy of the memoran- 
dum, setting forth the documents required, he 
would deliver them to us, to which we assented, 
The alcalde, H, M. Brackenridge, accordingly wait- 
ed on him with a copy of the memorandum here- 
with accompanied, and informed him that he would 
call in two hours for the reception of the docu- 
ments as promised. We proceeded at the appoint- 
ed time, and found the gate and front part of the 
nouse closed, the former we opened by remoying 
a bar, and on reaching the latter, a considerable 
stir seemed tobe making in the house; we knocked 
several times without receiving any answer, when 
admittance was demanded in the name of the go- 
vernor, in three instances, still without reply. The 
eyard was then ordered to advance, and form in 
syont of the house, and part detached to the rear, 
when it was discovered that the back door was 
open, and several Spanish officers, with Mr. Inne- 


i. ‘ . 


porch. Weenquired for colonel Callava, to which 
we were answered, that they did not know where 
he was—lights were procured, and the rooms 
searched, when colonel Callava was found in: his 
bed, divested of his coat. Demand was then made 
of the documents, agreeably to his promise, ang 
to our astonishment they were still refused, ang 





-several attempts made on his part to show that he 


was not amenable to the laws; to which he was ap. 
swered, that the governor was, in the execution of 
the laws, bound to demand the papers, as they ap- 
pertained to the rights and property of individuals 
resident in Pensacola, and that formal complaint 
had been made that they were improperly with. 
held, and that the governor knew no distinction be. 
tween colonel Callava and any othet man under his 
government. We then proposed that colonel Cal. 
lava would deliver the papers, and he should have 
our receipt for them, which was also refused. We 
then again demanded them, reittrating our senti- 
ments that his refusal would be viewed: as an open 
act of mutiny to the civil authority exercised in the 
Floridag, and that he must expect the consequen. 
ces: he persisted to refuse, and the officer of the 
guard was ordered to take him and Fullarat, his 
steward, into custody, and bring them before your 
excellency: which is now done. 


We would add, in conclusion, that colonel Callava 
repeatedly asserted that he would not be taken out 
of his house’alive; but he seemed to act without 
much difficulty when the guard was ordered to 
prime and load. A corporal and three were de. 
tached to remain and guard the house of colonel 
Callava and to prevent the removal of the boxes 
which had contained the documents, and which 
Mr. Brackenridge recognized in his bed room. 
From the relation in which Mr. Innerarity stands 
in this business. together with the interest taken 
on the side of colonel Callava, and at the same time 
exercising the functions of one of the cabildo of 
this city, we deem it an indispensable duty to re- 
commend that your excellency will fill his place in 
the council with a character who will manifest 4 
proper respect for the dignity of the laws and you 
their executive. 
We have the honor tobe, &c, &e. &e. 
ROBERT BUTLER, 
Col. U, S army, 
J.C, BRONAUGH. 
To his excellency Axprew Jackson, 
Governor of the Floridas. 


Memorandum of the documents which have this 
day been demanded of colonel Jose Callava, agret- 
ably to the order of his excellency major genert! 
Jackson, governor of the Floridas, and which, on 
the demand of col. Robert Butler, J: C. Bronaug), 
accompanied by H. M. Brackenridge, colonel! Cal- 
lava promised to ‘deliver to col. Butler, if they 
should be found in the boxes délivered to him by 
Domingo Sousa, 

1. The papers relating to the estate of Jos? 
Maria Vidal. . : 

2. Proceedings in the ease of Carlos de Ville and 
Eugene Sierra. 

3. Proceedings,in the case of Manuel Bonifay 
and Carlos de Ville. , 

4. Documents in the case of Peter Guilkes and 
Thomas Villasica. 

The whole of the above papers having relat 
to the rights of propertv in West Florida, and | 
which private individuals are interested. 

H. M. BRACKENRIDGE, Alcalde. 
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Pensacola, Aug. 22, 1821: 
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| will proceed, to call the public attention to 
shose passages in colonel Callava’s statement, whic 


clared that Sousa in this business was nothing but 
his servant—expreséed his approbation of hig cone 


refer to occurrences where I was personally, con- |dluct—that he was acting under his orders, and 


vemed. [The part commented upon is to be fountl in 
second paragraph, commencing with the words “but 
pefore the dinner,” “2c. and ending, “he paid sume 
jitention tomy representation.”} 2 : 
The reader may judge what-reliancé is to be 
laced upon this pompous manifesto, when he is 
uformed that no conversation whatever took place 
between col, Butler and myself, with colonel Cal- 
lava, at the house of colonel Brooke, on that day, or 
atauy otbertime! Col. Butler and myself, in the 
execution of our Commission, accompanied by the 
aicalde, about 5 o’clock in the evening, proceeded 
to the house of col. Callava, which is situated a 
short distance fiom that of col. Brooke. On en- 
quiring at his gate we were informed that be was 
dning with the gentleman just mentioned, From 
uiwillingness to execute our commission at that 
particular moment, we continued to walk the 
street for about halfan hour. Supposing that by 
‘his time the company might have separated, and 
feeling some dissatisfaction with ourselves for hay 
ing suffered any circumstance to interfere with the 
discharge of the important duties assigned us, more 
especially as the governor was sitting in his judi 
rial capacity, and expecting our report, we re- 
curned to the house of col, Callava, and were in- 
formed that he had’not yet come home. It was 
then concluded to request the alcaide to go to 
col. Brooke’s and inform col. Cellava that we wish- 
ed to see him at his house on business of import- 
ance. This he accordingly did, while we walked 
tawards the gate, which is about thirty yards from 
the house, and remained there untilthe alcalde re- 
turned, which was not more than ten mintites, and 
reported that col. Callava was not disposed te com- 
ply with our request; that he had spoken on the 
subject of the papers of his own accord; talked of 
the law of nations, and declared that he was not 
amenable as a private individual. Aftera short con- 
sultation we advanced towards the house, and about 
half way met col. Callava and several Spanish offi- 


Spanish gentlemen, all of whom appeared to be 
retiring from the dinner party. We followed col. 
Callava almost immediately to his own house, where 
we found himin the porch surrounded by those 
gentlemen, Col. Butler, who bad no previous ac- 
quaintance, was introduced, and, after some gene- 
tal conversation, the object of cur commission was 
fully explained to him, through the alcalde, in the 
presence of his interpreter, his secretary, and Mr. 
Innerarity, all of whom were well acquainted with 
the Spanish and English languages, and who a°ca- 
sionally assisted in the interpretation. A demand 
was then made of the documents, as set forth in 
our report. The utmost temperance and delicacy 
Were gliserved on our part towards col. Callava, 
ut on his part great vehemence of gesture, and, 
4pparently, (and as we have since understood), 
More violence of expression than was interpreted 
tous. The conversation occupied at least an hour; 
very circumstance in relation to the documents 
Was repeatedly stated to him. 
our Commission, containing a list of the documents, 
kc. was read and explained to him by the alcalde. 
the conduct of Sousa in delivering them at col, 
Callava’s house, after the formal demand by the 
authority of the governor, was represented to him, 
mi it appearing from the declaration of Sousa, 
‘ at they were then in his house, we again, in 
“nsequence, made a fdrmal demand. ‘He then de. 


that he himself was responsible. -He insisted much 

upon certain rights which he contended He had as_ 
commissioner. At one time he said he held the 
papers as late goyernor—-that he could not hold 


them as an individual, as if the mere possession of. 


public documents conferred upon him diplomatic - 
privileges. He ,said, if they were demanded of . 
him, in. writing, by governor Jackson, either as” 
commissioner or late governor, he would reply, 


Finding every effort: to induce a surrender. of 
the papers in vain, we requested the alcalde to 
read the latter. pait.of our commission, requiring 
us, in case of his refusal to surrender the papers, 
to bring him before the governor, Our report 
wii shew the manner in which we then pro- 
ceeded. ) | 


Willit not be naturally asked, what confidence 
can be given to col. CaHava’s account of anv can- 
versaiion or occurrence, when we find him guilty of 
so Zross a misstatement as that, “before dinner 
was over, three gentlemen called at €ol. Brooke’s 
hotise, and stated that they were instructed to Tre- 
quire the immediate delivery of the papers, becauee 
the governor had no need to use towards me any 
other way, nor to shew me any more regard than 
he would with respect to any other individual?’’: 
The fairness and candor of this mode of expression, 
nd the word decduse,'may be readily estimated, 
lle proceeds, through the greater part of the ex- 
tract, to give a sneech, which he professes to have 
recited to us on that occasion, on the nature of 
his rights and privileges as commissioner, the ab- 
surdity of which must be evident to every man of 
common sense. His duties as commissioner had 
ceased with the delivery of the country. It is 
true, that some minor points connected with them 
had been previously referred to the decision of.the 
respective governments, but the stay of col. Cai- 
lava in this country was never known or even con- 
jectured by governor Jackson to have been for any 
publié purpose—such a thing was never intimated 
either verbally or in writing. 


Tt was even supposed, until the very day he de- 
livered the country, that he would embark with 
the Spanish troops, and it is most sincerely to be 
regretted that he did not,as his presence has had 
an evident tendency to prevent that dependence 
on, and attechment to, the government of the U, 
States, by the Spanish inhabitants, which was so 
much to be desired. It may be contended that al- 
though col. Callava had no right to diplomatic privi- 
leges, yet that he was entitled to a ¢ertain cour- 
tesy irom the official character with which he had 
heretofore been clothed. But col. Callava ought 
to have been aware that he had long before forfeit. 
ed all cluim even to this courtesy. His conduct 
in relation to the points referred to the respective 
rovernments, had rendered it necessary for the 
governor to thus address him —*When these things 
shall be made known to my government and to 
yours, [must ask what confidence can be placed 


the first part of] inyour excellency, what in your secretary; for re- 


questing time on account of your health, giving a 
pledge that the receipt should be given in a man- 
ner satisfactory to me, and aftewards, regardless 
of that pledge and of your express agreement, po. 
sitively refusing to give it?” He was likewise in. 
formed “that his wilful breach of the agreement 
entered into, rendered null and void the receipt 





}given for the ordnance, the one being the consi. 
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deration on which the other was founded,” The. 
circumstances were reported to the government 
of tlie United States, and col. Callava informed 
that no further correspondence would be held-with 
him... And if, after this, he thought proper to re- 
main here, he certainly had no right to consider 
that he would be viewed in a different light from 
any other individual. I repeat, that there is no 
truth in his assertion “that his stay, that of his se- 
cretary, and of his officers, depended upon the de-. 
termination of the points referred to our respec- 
tive governments.” 4s a private individual only 
could he be known, and viewing him as such it 
would have heen censurable in the governor to 
hhave made any distinctign between him and Do- 
mingo Sousa, or Fullarat, the sttward. Had the 
case been reversed, and the papers demanded at 
the instance of col. Callava, from some obscure in- 
dividual, justice would have pursued its course, 
and. not a whisper of complaint would have been 
heard. . fhe whole burden of his complaint ap- 
pears to be the disrespect shown to one of his ele- 
vated rank; he dves not even pretend to assert any 
right to withhold the papers, provided they were 
asked in the sauviter in modo, which he thought 
himself. entitled to; but this is a kind of ethics for 
which the people of the U. States have very little 
respect.—“The great and powerful can generally 
protect themselves; it is the humble and the poor 
who require the defence and shelter of the law.’ 
That col, Catiava should state that he was “un 
acquainted withthe nature and description of the 
papers, ithe delivery of which was thus demand- 
4,’ displays a disregard of decency and truth en- 
tirely, of a piece with the rest of his publication. 
He had the fullest information of the specific pa- 
‘pers from Sousa the day before, and, on the 22d, 
in. the, presence of capt. Dade, the particular pa- 
pers required were again made known to him, 

I now proceed to another part of col. Callava’s 
narration, which, I will shew, deserves no more 
credit, and is entitled to no more respect, than the 
foregoing. [The part of col. Callava’s statement 
here commented on, is to be found immediately ensuing 
the part above quoted, commencing with the words 
‘feeling myself strongly attacked,” and ending with 
that puragraph,] 

With his excuse for leaving col. Brooke’s I have 
nothing to offer, further than to say that he ap- 
peared in ordinary health, as he walked with great 
rapidity, and 1 am not infermed that he was con. 
fined to his house or bed before or since, and his 
setting outa few days aiterwards, to ride post haste 
to the city of Washington, is conclusive that the 
state of hie health was not such as he represents. 
The.letter which he speaks of having written to 
the goyernor must have been penned some time af- 
ter our departure, which sbews, at least, inaccu- 
racy in his relation of facts. There is more than 
mere inaccuracy in his stating that “at 7 o’clock, 
P. M, the same commissioners called at my house 
and summoned me either to deliver up the papers 
as a private individual, or to follow them to the 
governor’s office,”? It was at that hour, that the 
alcalde called upon him and. delivered the memo. 
randum. of the. documents accompanying our re- 
port, with positive information that we should cali 
in two hours to receive.them, agreeably to his pro- 
mise. Mis excuse that this memorandum of the 


documents was not translated, is idle and ridicu- 
lous, as it contained but a few lines of English, 
with the Spanish names of persons interested in 
the papers, and could not have required more 





than two or three minutes to translate, 


Wereturn- 
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ed about 9 o’clock, and, from every appearance 
were perfectly satisfied that col. Callava and hj. 
friends expected us. No enclosures were tor, 
down, as he states, The guard was stationed at, 
distance from the house in the street, until admit. 
tance had been three timesrefused. A bustle, ang 
what appeared to be rattling ofswords and firearms 
was heard in the house. The guard was then ne, 
dered up. When we got round to the other side 
of the house, all was quiet, and there was no light 
except a candle burning in one of the rooms, We 
then ascended a high flight of steps to the porch, 
while the guard remained at ordered arms below. 
After remaining some time, and making fre. 
quent fruitless enquiries for col. Callava, whom we 
at first supposed had fled, we entered the halj. 
Upon entering the room where the candle wa: 
burning, we found col. Caliava, but not as he States, 
“sitting on his bed.” He rose instantly, and ad. 
vanced to the middle of the room, with an expres. 
sion of great astonishment, which was evidently as. 
sumed. In fact a variety of circumstances had ey. 
dently been studied and prepared on the occasion, 
for the sake of dramatic effect. 

The means that were taken to procure the pu. 
pers are detailed in our report. I assert that it is 
utterly false that it was ever said tocol. Callava by 
us, “that, unless he gave up the papers mention. 
ed in the list, he should be forcibly taken to prison.” 
It was distinctly stated to him, that if he would 
open the boxes, which were then in view, and had 
recently been covered with seals, we would select 
the papers, and he might consider them as forcibly 
taken from him, and a receipt should be given for 
them. It wasimpossible that, ynder the circum 
stances, greater delicacy and forbearance could 
have been observed towards him, More than an 
hour had elapsed before the officer of the guard, 
every effort to ebtain the papers from him having 
been exhausted, was called upon to do his duty. 

I have thus far confined myself in a great mea- 
sure to the refutation of these parts of col. Calla. 
va’s statement in which I am personally concerned. 
I pledge myself on some future occasion to shew 
that the remainder of this extraordinary publica 
tion is equally at variance with truth and candor. 
And when a full exposition of the whole affair 
shall be made, founded upon evidence the most un- 
questionable, it will then be seen with what pro- 
priety col. Callava appeals to the sympathy and 
justice of the public, and whether he has not been 
guilty of a lamentable rashness in staking his head 
upon the truth of his statement. It is true he ex 
poses himself to no real danger in making such & 
pledge, however sounding and theatrical; but true 
dignity and concious honor call for no such extra 
vagant asseverations, 

J.C. BRONAUGH. 


The foregoing, having been submitted to me by 
Dr. Bronaugh, I dg hereby certify that the facts 
and the circumstances therein related by him, % 
well his joint report with col. Butler, are strictly 
true and correct, having had a personal acquail- 
tance with the whole transaction. 

H, M. BRACKENRIDGE, 
Alcalde of Pensacola. 


I certify that no conversation took place betwee? 
col. Butler and Dr. Bronaugh with col. Callava, # 
my house on the 22d of August, and that neithe? 
col. Butler or Dr. Bronaugh were in my house 0” 
that day. ' 

GEO. M. BROOKE. 

Pensacola, Sept. 28, 1821. | 
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GOV. COPPINGER’s PROFEST. 
FROM THE CHARLESTON COURIER, 
The following is the statement and protest of 
gov. Coppinger, on the subject of the late proceed- 


Colonel Joseph Coppinger, of the Spanish army, 
tate governor of East Florida, and commissioned 
py his government to deliver up the province to 
the United States, in conformity to the treaty con- 
eluded at Washington, on the 22d of February, 
1819, feeling desirous to gratify the public expecta- 
tion upon the fact of his having been forcibly de 
prived of the government archives, which were un- 
der his charge, together with his private papers, 
and the archives of the escribano, which last, ac- 
cording to the stipulations entered into with col. 
Robert Butler, commissioner on the part of the 
United States, remained subject to the future and 
conventional decision of the two cabinets, would 
wish to make known, that he will not be permitted, 
by the short stay he intends to make in this city, to 
to lay before the world a statement of facts in his 
own justification, supported by proper documents, 
which should convince all men of the outrage com- 
mitted by the immediate orders of the secretary, | 
acting as governor of St. Augustine, W. G. D. Wor- 
thington, and which orders, as he was informed, 
emanate from general Jackson. This exposition 
or manifesto he designs to make as soon as he 
reaches the point for which he will shortly set out; 
and in the interim, in order that some idea may be 


| wise could he deliver the said archives; that the 


archives of the notary remained subject to the re- 
spective decision of both governments, as had been 
stipulated with the American commissioner, colonel 
Butler,as appears by the correspondence and agree- 
ment which both made, and most positivelv ‘ex- 
pressed in the acknowledgement of the delivery, 
for which reasons Ke ought to continue in the same 
capacity he now holds, until the conclusion of the 

aforesaid determination; and that the aforesaid col. 

Forbes insisted upon the delivery of the archives, as’ 
he had positive orders, which he must inflexibly fulfil. 
The deponent again repeated, that he would not 
in any wise do so voluntarily—and if the American 
government, contrary to the rights of nations, 
against the inviolability of his house, and the par- 
ticular property of his nation, and of himself, 
should take by force, by which mode alone could 
they obtain them, that he protested solemnly 
against such an attempt, contrary to the laws of 
nations, the protection of individual security and 
property, and more especially in the present case, 
wherein the aggression was directed against the 
rights of his person, in which he represented his 
government, by virtue of his office as commission- 
er for the cession, which was not yet even concvlud- 
ed: and upon his persisting in this refusal and firm 
determination, notwithstanding all the arguments 
which were urged to him, the sheriff went out, and 
in a very short time captain Bell, with Mr. Gay, 
came in and made similar representations, produc- 


furmed of the above mentioned occurrence, he;ing a paper which they said contained the order 


publishes the solemn protest whichjhe made on the 
spot, hoping that, if any doubts should still be en- 
tertained bv those anacquainted with the particu- 
lars, they will be cleared up and removed when 
his manifesto shall appear. 


(cory.) 


United States of America, 
City of St: Augustine: 

By this public instrument of declaration and pro- 
test, Be it known, that, on this second day of Octo- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-one, before me, Thomas H. 
Penn, of St. Augustine, notary public, personally 
came and appeared the Spanish colonel, Don Jo- 
seph Coppinger, commissioner on the part of his 
government for the delivery of the province of East 
Florida to the Unitel States of America, conforma- 
hleto the treaty of cession concluded upon between 
both nations, who, being duly sworn on the holy 
evangelists of Almighty God, did depose and say, 
that this day, at four o’clock P. M. there present- 
ed themselves at his dwelling house, the mayor, 
tol. Forbes, the attorney general, John G. Bird, 
and the sheriff, John Hanham, who made a demand 
of the archives and papers which remained in his 
Possession, they being, as they stated, commission- 
ed by their government; and that they were, an- 
swered that in no wise could the aforesaid de- 
livery be acceded to, because the archives remain- 
mg in his charge were those containing the cor- 
respondence of hig gavernment, which had been 
carried on by himself and the preceding governors, 
relative to the employs filled by the respective 
functionaries and persons; that he had no docu- 
ents which had any relation, directly or indirect- 
y, with the property and sovereignty of the nation; 
4nd, in one word, that the said archives were a par- 
‘cular property, which he was bound to deliver to 
his captain-general, and positively excluded by the 
‘Treaty; that there were also some of his own papers 


of general Jackson to proceed in that manner; on 
which this deponent referred them to ‘what he had 
already stated, and repeated that he protested 
against the attempts which already appeared to 
have been begun: this protest was made in the pre. 
sence of the American gen. John Geddes, his son, 
major John Geddes, and a resident of this town, 
don Joseph Mariano Hernandez, who, at this time 
were in his house; and that, after various alterea- 
tions, which were reciprocally made between the 
parties, the execution of the order of gen. Jack- 
son being insisted on by one party, and by ‘this de- 
ponent the injustice and violence which would be 
committed by the performance thereof; h¢é main- 
taining always, that by force alone should the re- 
quired archives be taken away; they then went to 
where the office was, and, finding the door locked 
with the key, they forced it open, and, without any 
participation on his part, proceeded to take away 
all the papers and documents therein, carrying 
them out of his aforesaid house, in boxes, which had 
been placed in the said office for the purpose of 
‘haying them carried to the Havana when his cdm- 
mission should be completely fulfilled; that after it 
had become dusk he went down from the upper 
floor, where he had remained, to the office, accom- 
panied by the aforesaid general Geddes and his 
son, don Joseph Hernandez, and other persons, and 
found the door forced at the lock, and the papers 
carried away; and this deponent further alleges, 
that, at the same time that this outrage was com. 
mitted in his house, he was informed by don Juan 
de Entralgo that they had removed from his, in the 
same manner, by order of the government, the ar. 
chives, his own property, and amongst which were 
those of particular individuals of East Florida, the 
same being denominated the notary’s archives, 
which had been left subject as is before stated to 
the mutual decision of both governments; where- 
by the contract has been violated which was made 
between colonel Butler and this deponent. And 





*Mongst them; therefore, he repeated, that in no 
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‘he further saith that, without prejudice te the pro- 
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test which the saiddon Juande 


duals... 


Wherefore, the said don Joseph Coppinger de- 
clared to protest, and I the said: notary aforesaid, 
at his,special instance and request, have protested, 
and, by. these presents: do most solemnly protest, 
against all the consequences, damages, end preju- 
dices, which have or may occur from the foregoing 


Entralgo has made, 
this deponent, likewise declares, in discharge of his! 
responsibility, that he reserves to himself the right 
of representing against,each,one, and.all-the per- 
sons who are, and ought to. be. responsible for the}: 
vialences. committed. by. the- seizure. of _both. ar- 
chives, that they may be adjudged conformable to 
the constitution of the United States of America,, 
and. other laws,, protecting. private property and 
the rights of,dwellings from-being forcibly. entered 
into, broken,, or, any, violence committed therein, 
or upon the petsons inhabiting the same, they liv- 
ing under,the immediate protection of the Ameri- 
can government, either as persons who, in a public 
character, enjoy privileges, or as private indivi- 
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Legislature of ‘Tennessee, 
_ . GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 

Fellow citizens of the senate, and 

of the house of representatives: 

Entering apon the duties of the office to which 

T have been recently called: by the people of Ten. 
nessee, I should do injustice to my own feelin 
were I to omit the expression of my gratitude for 
the flattering confidence to me, which they have 
on this occasion manifested. 


A recollection of it shall operate as.an additional 
and constant incentive to an industrious and faith. 
ful discharge of my official obligations, 


Your body hasalready been sometime in session, 
At the commencement of your labors, a commu. 
nication was. made you by my predecessor, whose 
| acquaintance with the past and present situation of 

this state and its government qualified him to en. 
ter into detail with respect to some subjects of 
which f of course am unable to speak particularly, 
and: this I am happy to say renders it less necessary 


proceedings, and’ against all persons concerned | for me to.occupy so great a portion of your time, 


therein, and againstall losses that may be sustained 


we There are some other subjects, however, wi 
for or by reason ot means of the aforesaid pro- | J ? r, with 


ceedings, or otherwise relating thereto. 


' AH which matters and things were declared, al- 
leged, and affirmed, as before is set forth, in the 
presence of the said notary; and therefore I have 
hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my no- 
tarial seal, being requested to festify and certify 
the premises. Thus done and protested at St. Au- 
gustine aforesaid, the day and year above written. 


a te THOMAS H. PENN, 


Notary public for the city of St. Augustine; 


and county of St. John, 





Unitev Srates or AMEntICcA, 
City of St. Augustine. 


John Geddes, senr. John Geddes, junr. and Jo- 
seph Mariano Hernandez, named in the foregoing 
protest, being severally and duly sworn, upon the 
holy evangelist of Almighty God, do severally 
make oathand say, that the circumstances therein 
stated, as having taken place in their presence, are, 
to the best of their knowledge and belief, in sub- 


stance, correct. 
JOHNGEDDES, 
JOHN GEDDES, jr. 


. JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ, 


Sworn by ali the said deponents, this 5th day 


of October, 1821, before me, 
THOMAS H. PENN, 


Notary public for the city of St. Augustine 


and county of St. John. 


acpWe should have added to the preceding, if 
we had received it in time, an address of gov. Jack- 
son to “the citizens of the Floridas,” written in 
his usual nervotis and perspicuous stile. He sets 
forth at length his reasons for seizing the docu- 
ments and papers—“they were necessary to estab- 
lish the right of property”—and “no alternative 
was left”? him, than to act as he did, in the line of 
his duty, &c. But we shall give the address entire 
in our next. In the conclusion, the governor an- 
nourtces that he shall be absent from Florida for a 
short period, and notifies the people that Mr. Wor- 
thington, as secretary of East Florida, and colonel 
Walton, as secretary of West Florida, are clothed 
with all the powers appertaining to the late Spa- 
nish governors, and charged to maintain and pro- 
tect the citizens, &c. and instructed promptly to 


punish Violators of the laws. 


the result of your deliberation; upon which, should 
they be taken into consideration, as they probably 
either have been or will be, the best interests of the 
state are so nearly connected, that F cannot, as I 
conceive, consistently with the duties which 1 owe 
our common constituents under the constitution, 
withhold my opinion upon them. They shall be 
frankly given in asfew words as possible, It is for 
your body todecide to what consideration they are 
entitled. 

The pecuniary embarrassments under which 

‘many of our citizens labor, (and what is intimately 
connected with them), the state and prospects of 
our circulating medium, constitute one important 
subject for your investigation. Can any law be 
passed for the relief of the unfortunate debtor, 
consistently with the constitution and with the per- 
manent interest and respectability of the state and 
people for whom you are legislating? If this can 
be done, the hoiest, the liberal and the enlightened 
willconcur inopinion that you ought to pass such 
a law without hesitatiofi.—Every feeling of my 
heart would prompt the recommendation of its 
passage, could I see the path; to a practicable 
scheme, clear of insurmountable obstacles. The 
whole community, being concerned in the event 
of your decision upon this subject, each individual 
is too apt to adopt and support that view of it which 
comports best, as he conceives, with his own pr'- 
vate and present advantage. It isfor us to enquire 
for and decide upon the course to be pursued, with 
a sacred regard for the constitution of the country, 
on the one hand, anda respectful attention, on the 
other, to the true and lasting interests of the great 
body of the people. 

The propriety of passing a property law, 45 4 
measure of relief, has its advocates. . If by a pro- 
perty law is meanta law, which shall compel the 
creditor to receive in payment property at valua- 
tion, all will agree that such a provisien would di- 
rectly violate that section of the constitution of the 
United States which forbids the individual states 
to make any thing but gold and silver coin a tem 
der in payment of debts. But the supporters ° 
this species of relief disclaim any wish for such 4 
provision. The plan they generally propose, 
understand it, is to have property, upon which exe 
cutions may be levied, valued, and then expose 
to sale.” If some fixed proportion of its value be 
}offered, it ‘is sold. If an offer be made to ti 
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it is then to be left to the option of the, 
either to take it at that proportion, or to 
wait for a time to be ascertained by law, upon be- 
ing secured by his debtor. Asthe creditor is not 
compelled to take the property at all events, there is 
as it appears to me no substantial difference, as to 
she question of constitutionality between this mode 
of relief and another which has been advocated by 
come, and which is usually: termed.a repjevin in 
iaw. The effect of this lattet, as l apprehend, is to 
stay executions in the first instance for a given 
ime, upon the creditors being secured. Each 
plan being equally liable to any objection growing 
out of the consutution, I should not hesitate in giv- 
ing preference, of the two, to the former, That 
atords to the creditor the. opportunity of getting 
property at once, and at less than its appraised va- 
luc, which sometimes might be preferred to delay, 
andto the debtor the chance of preventing the 
reat sacrifice of property which would result from 
gsale for cash, when perhaps he might not be able 
togive security to a replevin bond. 

But the great questions, with respect to both 
these laws, remain unanswered. Are they constitu- 
tional? Are they consistent with the permanent inte- 
rest and respectability of the state? ‘That the legis- 
lature can constitutionally regulate the mode of 
recovery, and prolong the time for payment allow- 
ed to judgment debtors, asto contracts made afier 
the passage of a law, [ find among legal characters 
there isno doubt—but there seems to be some dif- 
ference of opinion as to contracts made previously. 
The better apinion seems to me to be, that sucha 
law does impair the obligation of pre-existing con- 
tracts, and injures the creditor by operating retro. 
spectively, and, of course, that it is uncoustitutional. 
From the best view of the subject which I have 
taken, I am also well satisfied, that such laws would 
not advance the real interest and character of the 
state.—And their tendency to benefit, ina majority 
of instances, even the debtors themselves for whose 
relief they would be passed, is, when we consult 
experience and look to the nature of man, at least, 
extremely questionable. Such isthe procrastinat- 
ing disposition of the human race, that, when the 
evil day can be deferred, it is rarely thought of un- 
til it again arrives. with accumulated calamity.— 
The unfortunate debtor is raised fora moment by 
a stay ora replevin; but, at @very new plunge, he 
sinks deeper into the mire—and, in all probability, 
carries with him, the second or third time, two or 
three of his unsuspecting neighbors, who, trusting 
to his over. sanguine calculations, have incautiously 
become his security. 

Ithas been intimated by some, that the emission 
of paper money, corresponding in amount with the 
wants of the people, would be sound policy in the 
present emergency. The evil consequences re- 
sulting from a measure of this kind are too numer- 
ous to attempt their detail. In the present situa- 
tion of the world, the commerce of the state will 
always command the quantity or amount of sound 
circulating medium necessary for it. But when the 
flood-gates are thrown open, and you commence 
nundating the country with a paper currency, 
there is no knowing at what point to stop; there is 
no safe criterion to regulate its emission, The mo- 
ment you issue more than is necessary, it depre- 
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creditor, 

























Cates; and, of course, the price of every commodi- 


ty in market, and every species of property, is_in- 


creased, in a ratio corresponding with the amount 
of paper put in circulation. So that a circulating 
medium is acquired which will not pass at par be- 





fore, answer the purposes of commerce, without an 
enhancement of the wealth of the community, and 
the benefits resulting to the debtor class of society 


from such a course are, in my opinion, frequently 
exaggerated. Such of these as owe debts, heréto- 


fore contracted, and have property, would doubtless: 
be aided by a nominal rise of its value, and would 
be probably enabled to effect more advantageous 
sales, if, with the proceeds, they could, at once, 
satisfy their creditors. But, on the other hand, 
through a want of confidence in the banking instie 
tutions, proportioned to the amonunt of their issues, 
and through a want of confidence in one another, 
much capital is withdrawn from circulation by pri- 
vate individuals. Every specie dollar that can be 
obtained from the vaults of the banks is seized with 
avidity and hoarded with care; even the better sort 
of bank notes, if there be any supposed difference 
between them, are cautiously laid up. And the 
circulating medium is much less sensibly augment- 
ed than would, at first view, seem probable. 

The debtor, in common with his fellow-citizens, 
would be subjected to many other disadvantages 
from the issuance of a Jarge quantity of paper mo- ° 
ney. From the fluctuations in its value, and the 
deceptions that are frequently practised in the pas- 
sage of it, almost every individual, through whose 
hands it would pass, would sustain a less, and very 
frequently heavy losses. And really I can see no 
beneficial effect it would have to remunerate sociee 
ty for the injuries it would occasion. 

Gold and silver, by the common cons¢nt of mane | 
kind, are made the representatives of every spe- 
cies of property. They pass every where. They 
may be said, in one sense, to have intrinsic value. 
Bank notes are merely the representatives of gold 
and silver. Seeing that none of tbe banks in the 
state do now pay their notes, acéording to their 
contracts, in that which has intrinsic or general 
value, in gold or silver, upon what principle of 
honesty is it that those banks could be, required 
to issue a large additional quantity of notes? 

But, in legislating upon subjects of this sort,.it 
is important that we should not trust. te theory 
alone. If we consult experience; if we look to the 
history of our own country, we find that a state of 
embarrassment, very similar to what we. have ex- 
perienced for tbe last three years, and produced by 
similar causes, existed after the close of the war of 
the revolution. Relief measures were then adopted 
by many of the states; but they were sooner or la- 
ter abandoned, with a solemn conviction, that, in 
nine cases out of ten, they served to increase the 
difficulties they were mtended to remedy, and (to 
use a borrowed expression) the “conviction wag 
then impressed on that portion of society, which 
had looked to the government for relief from em- 
barrassment,that personal exertion along could free 
them from difficulties; and an increased degree of 
industry and economy was the natural consequence 
of such an opinion.” 

The cultivation of industrious habits and the 
practice of rigid economy are the only: means by 
which individuals generally can be relieved from 
pecuniary embarrassments.—A determination on the 
part of the people, ta promote agriculture and dames- 
tic or household manufactures, and to. lessen the cen- 
sumption of foreign goods of every description,will soon 
relieve the most of the community from the presént pres- 
sure. 

To give permanent relief to the country we 
should keep steadily in view the necessity of restor- 
ing a sound currency; I do not consider it advisa- 








yond opr own neighborhood, which will not, there- 


ble, that this should be effected by an immediate 
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resumption of specie payments on the part of the 
banks. Banks of themselves have no claims upon 
the regard of the legislature or the people, but it 
is worthy of very particular consideration, whether, 
under present circumstances, any legislative blow 
aimed at them, witha view either to their extinc- 
tion or to a coercion of immediate payment by 
them, would not recoil with redoubled force upon 
the people.—Suppose that, under any penalty 
which the legislature might impose, they were re- 
quired to resume specie payments at once, or ina 
very short time—they must call largely on their 
debtors for payment. The latter by this means 
would be compelled to call on and to press their 


the operation would extend, in its different ramifi- 
cations, through all classes of society. The pecu- 
niary pressure would increase daily, while the 
means of making payment would be daily diminish- 
ed. hie 
It is urged by some, that a consolidation of the 
different banking institutions would restore the 
currency to a soundstate. A measure of this kind 
could not be effected without the consent of at 
jeast a majority of the stockholders of each insti- 
tution. And itis scarcely a reasonable calculation, 
that among the number concerned, there would be 
a sufficient sameness of ‘opinion to produce the de- 
sired result. . But, if there should be, would it be 
wise policy to subject the monied capital of the 
state to the control of a few individuals, who might 
compose a directory? or would it add to the 
strength of the banks? ‘Their strength consists in 
their soivency, if they are solvent and continue so, 
they have nothingto fear. If they are unsound, a 
union of unsound parts can never make a perfect 
whole. Would it not be better policy to let them 
remain as they are?) Theirsupposed or really con- 
flicting interests will excite *their emulation, and 
their mutual jealousies, and society will have the 
benefit of them; each of those institutions will ope- 
rate asa check upon the others. 
The course which suggests itself to my mind as 
being the least exceptionable, and best calculated 
to promote the permanent interests of the state, 
would be to call upon the different banks for a re- 
port of their situation, upon oath, and at the same 
time to appoint a committee or committees to ex- 
amine into the state of their business, if they be 
found to merit the confidence of the people, I 
would suggest that at this time no proceedings 
should be instituted against them, for the breach of 
their contracts contained in their charters; but that, 
in concert with them, and with their express assent, 
a day should be named, sufficiently distant to ena- 
ble them to prepare for it without injury to the com- 
munity, when they should all be required to com- 
mencespecie payments under the penalties which 
the state has it in its power to enforce—and it would 
be worthy of enquiry, whether a partial resumption 
of specie payments, for small sums, might not begin 
at an earlier day, than that fixed upon for general 
payment. By this course you will evince a dispo- 
sition not to injure either the banks or the debtor 
class, while, on the other hand, you will shew to the 
note holders that you are deeply sensible of their 
rights, and that they shall not be Jong withheld. 
The community willsee, in a course of this kind, a 
disposition not only on thé part of the government, 
but of the banks also, to give to the country, as soon 
as possible, a sound and durable currency. Confi- 
dence will be restored, The present exorbitant 


will be gradually relieved from embarrassment; ang 
a wholesome state of things will ensue. 

It seems to be the general opinion that some 
change in the present judiciary system of the state 
is indispensable. With the present organization, it 
is almost impossible for the cowrts to transact one 
half of the business before them, and the delay is 
so intolerable, that it is equivalent in many casesto 
a total denial of justice. The principal reason 
which is urged against any reformation, is the in. 
crease of expense tothe state. This objection, it 
appears to me, is founded upon an erroneous and 
limited view of the progressive improvement of 
our country, the increase of business between man 
and man, and the real condition of society. By 
appointing judges of learning and experience, and 
a proper selection of their places of session, with. 
out requiring from them too great labors of the 
body to their disqualification for labors of the mind, 
thousands of dollars will be saved to: the communi. 
ty. Itis true that, in making up the accounts of 
the treasury, this economy will not appear to an 
inattentive observer—but to him who will reflect 
upon the time that is unnecessarily lost by jurors, 
suitors, and witnesses (who.constitute a great por- 
tion of the people) by attendance upon incapable 
courts, lacking energy and despatch in the transac. 
tion of business, the consequent loss of industry, 
and the indolent habits that such attendance will 
infallibly generate—this is most manifest. 

{ Two paragraphs of a local nature are here omitted. } 

Connected with a revision of the judicial system, 
would be an enquiry into our criminal code, The 
great objects of punishment are the reformation 
of the offender and the prevention of crime. The 
plan that will best advance these objects ought 
certainly to be adopted: to the attainment of the 
latterend, nothing so much conducesas certainty in 
punishment; and it is worthy of serious and anxious 
enqu:ry, whether a more lenient scale of punish- 
ment, bearing a just. proportion to the magnitude 
of each offence, would not better answer the pur- 
poses than the present system. Under it, it is al- 
most impossible to convict a criminal, however 
enormous a crime he may have committed, Such 
is the tenderness of jurors, that, when the life of a 
fellow creature is at stake, an acquittal is too aptto 
follow the discovery of a single circumstance in. 
mitigation of the offence, There is no mode of 
punishment at which the reflecting mind so power- 
fully revolts, as whipping, cropping and branding. 
They never fail to have a bad effect on society and 
on the culprit, They are looked upon by the by- 
standers first with disgust and then with indiffer- 
ence. The offender who has lost his character at 
a whipping-post, having lost all that is valuable, 
feels himself insensible to infamy, and a spirit of 
revenge against the whole community, by whose 
laws he has been punished, stimulates him to the 
commission of new outrages. This consequence 


is avoided by private punishment. Nothing has 


so great a tendency to bend and overcome the stub- 
born and unruly passions of our nature, as solitary 
imprisonment, coarse diet and hard labor. These 
considerations prompt me to recommend that & 
penitentiary or state prison be erected for the 
punishment of offenders, It ought to be built at 
first. on a small scale, Additions can be made as 
necessity shall require. 

A proper organization of the militia has ever 
been considered important to the preservation of 
our liberties. It is a source of regret that con- 





rate of exchange will diminish—private capital 
will be leaned at mederate interest. Thecountry, 
\ 


gress, to whom the power belongs, have hitherto 
failed to adopt any general plan of discipline.-+ 
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having manifested a determination at their 
bie forcing to maintain a standing army of 
much force in time of peace, it becomes the more 
necessary no longer to defer the effective organi- 
zation and discipline of the militia. ‘The opinion 
recently advanced with some lausibility, that no 
valuable end can be aitained by disciplining the 
militia in time of peace, is certainly founded in 
error, and will not, f conceive, be supported by 
any officer of experience, who has been in the 
habit of training this species of troops. The truth 
i, much good has been done by this means and 
more can be. Victory may sometimes be the re- 
sult of accident without any combinations of mili- 
tary skill; but no military operations ought to de- 
pend on accident. Itis an obvious truth, that an 
immense sacrifice of blood and treasure may be 
traced toa want of discipline in the militia at the 
commencement of the late war. Atthe same time 
we can recur to some other scenes of that war for 
a practical exhibition of what can be done by this 
description of troops when well trained. 

Too little attention has hitherto been paid to the 
duties of superior officers. The general officers 
ought, without fail, to review their respective com- 
mands at least once a year. This, of itself, would 
excite emulation among the different corps. It is 
probable, however, that more cannot at once be 
done than to offer inducements to young men to 
arm and equip themselves with cheap uniform, re- 
quire them to perform more than ordinary duty 
for a certain number of years, and then excuse 
them from further duty except in case of war. I 
forbear entering into detail, but will, at all times, 
wke great pleasure in affording any aidin my pow- 
erto the military committee. 4 

The attention of your body has, doubtless, been 
already turned to the subject of internal improve- 
ments. It seems to be a matter of great doubt, 
whether it is the duty of the general government, 
or whether they possess the power, to construct 
roads, open canals and improve rivers, unless in a 
few excepted cases. This makes it the more ne- 
cessary that the individual states should go speedily 
and energetically to work. Tennessee is filled with 
humerous rivers that could, without much difficulty, 
be rendered navigable at all seasons. And when it 
is considered, that the country would, in a few 
years, be amply repaid for all expenditures by sav- 
| Ings in transportation, and the ability thereby cre- 
ated of getting, at all times, to the best market, it 
seems. reasonable that an early commencement of 
such improvements should meet with undivided 
Support. Lands too will improve in value, and fo- 
reign capital will be brought to our qwn doors. If 
our means will not justify the immediate commence- 
ment of such a work, it is, at least, practicable to 
make a survey of the rivers and ascertain what the 
Probable expense willbe. It is a matter also wor- 
thy of enquiry, whether a fund might not be set 
‘part out ofthe existing and anticipated proceeds 

the sales of public lands, and the latter nlaced, 
‘s they rise, in the hands of commissioners of pub- 
c works, to be selected from all parts of the state. 

'€ completion of an object so desirable must be 

© work of time; but, once completed, generations 
° come will reap the fruits of your enterprise. 
he general diffusion of knowledge among the 
sreat body of the people is an object so consistent 


a common English education; and when we reflect 
that genius and mental energy are as often found 
in the midst of poverty and obscurity as among ‘the | 
rich and well-born,’ there is every motive for the 
patriot and statesman so to direct his efforts, as to 
place within the reach of the poor as well as the 
wealthy, the means of education. What is the state 
of our school funds? What is the state of our col- 
lege funds? I would repeat the recommendation of 
my predecessor, that these subjects be energeti- 
cally enquired into by your body at the present ses- 
sion. As it will be my duty, so it will be my pride 
and pleasure, to make use of the opportunity af- 
forded me by my situation, as far as possible, to an- 
swer these important enquiries; and any informa- 
tion I can obtain additional to those you may derive 
from other sources, shall be communicated. | 
In so numerous a body as that which Iam ads 
dressing, it is not to be expected, that, on all octa- 
sions, there will be an unity of sentiment as to the 
course tobe pursued. But, although there may be 
opposition: to measures which may be proposed, 
that opposition should be tempered with modera- 
tion. Citizens of the same state—brothers of the 
same family—we should strive not to loosen the ties 
of fraternal affection by sectional jealousies, Ac- 
tuated by this spirit, we may hope tor the smiles of 
that superintending Providence in whose hands i¢ 
the fate of states and empires. ok 
WILLIAM CARROLL’ 


j 


| 


Executive office, 
Murfreesborough, October 1, 1821. 
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Foreign Articles, 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 

Before the king left Ireland, he himself invested 
the earl of Fingal, the great Catholic peer, with 
the order of St. Patrick —after this, he (the king) 
gave a splendid dinner to the knights, at which 
the lord lieutenant gave the toast: «Lord Fingat 
and the Roman Catholics!’ It is the first toast of 
the kind that has been given in the presence of ‘the 
“majesty of England,” it is said, for the last: 130 
years, and is thought to be very “significant.” 

The Scotchman says—*By an official account, re- 
cently printed, it appears that the value of our 
woolen goods exported, amounted, in 1810, to 
10,200,0U0/., and that it has since progressively 
declined, until in last year it only amounted to 
6,279,000/. This extraordinary decline is chiefly 
ascribable to the prohibitory decrees of the empe- 
rors of Russia and Austria. Russia used formerly 
to import large quantities of our coarser wodllens; 
but their importation, with the exception of such 
only as might be ordered by the government: for 
the use of the troops, was strictly forbidden in1815, 
The emperor of Austria has also prohibited the 
introduction of every species of woollen goods into 
Italy. And the ink was scarcely dry on the treaty 
by which we, in the teeth of our solemn and reite- 
rated pledges to the contrary, made over Genoa to 
the king of Sardinia, than the petty tyrant proper- 
ly rewarded our perfidy, by laying prohibitory du- 
ties, not on woollens only, but on British goods of 
‘every description.” | 

[Those who recollect the ‘history of the base 
conduct of the British towards the Genoese, will 
excuse the ungrateful act of the “petty tyrant” in 











bie the principles of our government, that it has | 
Nii. claim on the attention of legislative bo-, 
“s. Some of the older states have so adapted 


the; ; e,° . 
‘ ¢ ne to the various conditions of society, 
Li g 





the justice of its operation on their “deliverers,”’ 
the British } 

Clerical justices. A correspondent of the Morn. 
ing Chronicle says--“A printed paper which ! have 


'¥ member of the community may acquire just seen, epables me to state that, at the late quar. 
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death .of.many persons; no remedy for it having 


- debt, are conducting on an extensive scale. 


-ecclesiastical revenues, have been made from Ist 


. » +Price of valuation, grand total, reals vellon, 
31,067,444 15ms, 
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ter sessions for Devonshire, the magistrates pre- 
sent on the bench: were two. lords, two baronets, 
thirteen squires, anda score of, parsons!’ 
3. : -BRANCE. ; 

A disease, like the plague,.is said to, prevail 
about eight leagues from Paris, and to cause the 


been discovered. 


7 


Accerding to the: most recent letters from Ma- 
drid, the proceedings for the liquidation of the 
Four 
Aundred-and twenty sales of the national domains, 
cohsisting of convents, monasteries, estates, and 


Jan. to 22d June, 1821. 


. Sold for, reals vellon, 53,945,672, being about 
2,700,000 dollars. : 
At that period many sales were going on but not 
Many more sales were closed; but 
as.15,days are allowed for liquidation, they are not 
included in this statement. 
The French editors appears so much to desire 
disturbances in Spain, as to be continualiy manu- 
facturing conspiracies and riots. Letters from Ma- 


PORTUGAL. 
Tit. 2, Art. 21.~.A Portuguese subject loses the 
right of citizenship— 
«1st. When he is naturalized in a foreign coun- 


«2d, When, without order, or leave of the go- 
-vernment, he resides in a foreign country during 
the space-of five successive years, or accepts ofa 
place or pension from a foreign government: 

“3d. When.condemned by judgment to prison, 
or to perpetual banishment.” 

NAPLES. ‘ 

The following decree, which would have cost 
any man his head, in the time of the Carbonari, 
-who ventured to propose it, is. one of the fruits of 
the interference of the “holy alliance” in the affairs 
of Naples: 

Translated for the National Advocate. 
Nartes, June 23d, 1821. 

The Diario Oficial of the 18th contains the fol- 
lowing decree: 

Ferdinand, &c. &c. As the spiritual congrega- 
tions, established in this capital under the direction 
of zealous ecclesiastics, have for their object the 
forming the hearts of the youth, by causing them 
to adhere to the maxims of religion and saluta- 
ry morals; and as the sanctifying festivals, and fre- 
quenting the sacraments, must interest all the stu- 
dents, and, in a special manner, such as, living in 
Naples, far from their famihes, stand in need of a 
stimulus not to depart from the path of virtue; the 
secretary for home affairs having been heard, we 
have decreed, and do decree as follows; 

Art. 1. All the students of the capital, who shall 
not repair on festival days to the spiritual congre- 
tions, will, by that fact alone, be prevented obtain- 
ing all rank whatever in the royal university of 
‘studies. 

2. Bésidesthe necessary documents to be'gradua- 
ted, the students shall produce a certificate of the 
president of the congregation to which they are in 
the practice of resorting. 

3. The several masters, when they shall deliver 
to their pupils the testimonials of applicasion and 
good morals, must likewise certify therein, upon 


tion’s certificate, that their pupils have Pegulan 
wae 


-attended the-churches, ae 


4. To the end that the students may repair , 
spiritual congregations, lectures.are express| ‘ 
bidden to be delivered .on. festival days.--On, ¥: 
days, rehearswls, experiments, anatomical my 
tions and literary meetings, as.welk. in theroyalu. 
versity asin the Lyceums, colleges, and public a 
private schools, ure likewise prohibited, — “ 
(Signed) FERDINAND, 
GERMANY. 

‘A prince ‘of Hohenlohe has been. playing. 
part .of a worker of .miracles—healing) the om 
giving sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf 4, 
kc. It appears that this gift, like that affected, 
fuvor of “legitimate princes,” is an imposition, an 
the police had taken same steps to expose his wr0y, 
al highness,”’ 

SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 

A letter from Stockholm, ef the 28th of Augus, 
mentions another instance of the bold and indepen. 
dent spirit that influences the diet of Norway, ‘the 
upper house of assembly have caused proceedings 
to be instituted in the courtiof the states against tw 
of the ministers for mal-administration, viz, cou 
Wedel Jarlisburg, head of the finance department, 
and count Fasting, clef of the department forth 
navy. 

’ TURKEY, 

We have the details of certain proceedings of 
the Turkish army in the Morea—The Greeks wer 
defeated with the loss of 3,000 men, that wer 
killed by the sword, or perished in the flames ofs 
village which they defended. 

Many particulars are also given of the great se 
fight between the Turkish and Grecian fleets. | 
appears that the admiral.of the latter had thea 
dress to make the commander of the former believe 
that he was: flying to America, with the peopled 
Hydra and other islands. The Turks then advan 
ed boldiy, determined to exterminate the rebel 
and were encountered by the Greeks, who seem! 
have annihilated or captured both the, fleet ait 
army, which consisted of 4.ships of the line, 5 ft. 
gates, 4-corvettes and 30 other vessels, and 13,000 
troops, ‘intended to reduce certain of the island 
This event had caused much consternation at Cor 
stantinople and provoked many outrages and mit: 
ders there, Itappears that a Greek woman, named 
Bobelina, has a feet of 45 gallies, with which she 
is cruising in the neighborhood of Rhodes. ™ 
war is stilla war of extermination. __. 

The Turks, previous to the defeat of their fe 
(we suppose) landed at a place called Ivali, whe 
they murdered 700 Greeks and carried off mill 
women as captives—the latter were sold, as sh" 
in the public market at Smyrna, at about 2) dl 
lars each, 

Between 2.and 300-Greeks were: murdered ® 
Constantinople, on receiving. the news of the 
struction of the Turkish fleet. It seems pert“ 
understood in this capital, that the British ™ 
French, on the one side,.and the Russians a0 
trians, on the other, act.in concert. The e5?* 
tion.of maritime aid -from the Barbary stat?” 
failed. , 

Symptoms of the plague have appeared a 
the Turkish Asiatic troops at Constantinople: ° 
insurrection is reported.in Servia. nf 

The baron. Dalberg, at Frankfort, im Germ 
has given notice that be will enlist a corps J . 
a campaign in Greece, of such persons 4s oe 
the assent of their governments to jo!n the ©" 





the predugtion of the president of the congrega- 
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Pecluration sent by the Messinian senate of Calmata 
and the commander. in chief, Mayromichale, to the 
governments of Europe. : | é 
“For above ‘a céntury the ‘Peleponriesus has 

groaned under the ‘tyranny of the Turks. This 

tyrariny has grown daily more oppressive, and has 
at length so bowed us Gown that we bardly retain 
strength enough to utter our sighs. Despair has 
seized us, and we have; with one accord, taken up 
arms to throw off the yoke of slavery. Inimediate- 
ly all the seeds of dissention which despotism con- 
stantly cherished among us were destroyed by the 
glorious influence of freedom: Our arms already 
reach the barbarians» who had loaded them with 
chains. Our'feet, wearied night and day by exor- 
bitant labor for our lords, now tread the path of 

Our heads, long bent 

beneath an iron yoke, are again taised and sup- 

ported, and encouraged by the national feeling. 

Our mouths, ‘which dared not‘open before our ty- 

rants, except to express hunible complaints, now 

make the air resound with the cry of liberty!’ 

«This liberty, the blessings 6f which we already 
begin to taste, we ‘will either maintain or perish 
with it. ' 

“Never was a cause ‘more just, more holy, than 
ours; we fight for our sacred religion, for our lives, 
for our honor, for our property, which our oppres- 
sors have never respected. The soil, honored with 
renowned heroes, by the understanding and virtues 
of our forefathers, and which, alas! has so long been 
bedewed with our tears, this soil belongs to us; it 
is our patrimony. se 

«All Europe is indebted to it for its arts, its sci- 
ences, its knowledge, and for ail its blessings of 
civilization. Enlightened nations! Enhghtened go. 
verhments! the time iscome to pay your debts to 
Greece, our country, Weask of you only counsel, 
arms, and pecuniary assistance, and we will grate- 
fully return them: tlie glory of our benefactors 
shall be as durable as that of Greece. 

“Given at the head ‘quarters of the Spartans, 
March 25th, 1821, (0. S.) [Signed] 

“THE MESSINIAN SENATE of Calmata. 
“«P, MAYROMICHALE, Com. in chief.” 

An article from the “Mouth of Cataro,” dated 
May 17th, thus describes this senate: “T'welve 
principal chiefs direct the general insurrection of 
the Morea, Their council is held in Messinia. They 


of contributions, and in the formation of corps of 
troops.” 
EGYPT. 

A letter from Alexandria, dated July 25th, says: 
“The immense quantity of grain which has been 
sent in the course of the present year to Constan- 
tinople, has induced me to ascertain as nearly as 
possible, how much that capital imports annually 
from the land of Egypt. I-subjoin the result of 
my researches, as a sort of statistical account, which 
Will prove to you the richness and fertility of this 
country. 

Wheat, 1,500,000 quintals, (ancient weight of 
France); pulse, 900,000 quintals; grain, of differ. 
ent sorts, such a8 maize, lentiles, lupins, &c. 950,000 
quintals; rice, 700,000 quintals; flax, 50,000 quin. 
tals; hemp, 15,000 quintals; linseed oil, 12,000 
(intals; saffron, 22.000 quintals; indigo pastel,’ 
2,000 quinfals; soda, 60,000 qtis.; nitron, 1,000,000 
{uintals; salt of nitre, 50,600 quintals; wool, 50,000 
duintals; raw and refined sugar, 33,000 quintals; 
hides, raw and dressed, 40,000. 

Thete have been exported, up to this day, for 


aie 


‘400,000 quintals of rice, These exports, it is af. 


firmed, have already doubled those of ordinary sea- 
sons, and the governor is afraid that not one half of 
them has reached its proper destination.. He has 
beén at least informed, that several cargoes and en- 
tire convoys have been intercepted by the Greeks. 

Many persons have wished, at the departure of 
vessels laden with grain, that they. might hever 
reach the ports to which they were consigned, and 
that their cargoes might be divided between the 
two hostile camps. It would appear that their wishes 
have been realized. ea, 5s 

It is doubtful whether Mahomed Ali could have 
furnished such a quantity of provisions, if he had 
not been public spirited enough to complete the 
line of inland navigation from Damanhoult to Alex- 
alidria, and which enables the boats to dispense 
with the dangerous passage across the bar of the 
Mediterranean. | 

The grain sent annually to Constantinople is not 
the only tribute which the pacha is obliged to pay 
tothe Ottoman Porte. He is also bound to find sub- 
sistence, (for aspecified number of days), to the 
great caravan which passes everv year from the 
coast of Barbary to Mecca, and to those which set 
out every third year, from: the states of Morocco 
for the same pilgrimage. The subsistence of the 
holy cities of Medina and Mecca, is likewise sup- 
plied by Egypt, and it is Ali who regularly sends a 
competent gratuity for their consumption, 

BRAZIL. 

More recent accounts from Pernambuco present 
us with aview of the horrible-state of anarchy and 
confusion that reigns there. The royalists, or Por- 
tuguese. people, held a part. of the city, having 
abandoned the rest, from fear of the country peo. 
ple, who were in great force and close at hand. It 
was supposed that they would soon amount-to near 
10,000 men. There had been’ some terrible ren- 
contres between the parties, followed by the mur- 
der of men, women, and ¢children—in one instance, 
the persons massacreed by the royalists are said to 
have amounted to between 3 and 400. A-severe 
retaliation was expected—and hence the great 
alarm in the city, wherein every person capable of 
bearing arms had been put in requisition. 








_CHRONICLE. | 
Gen. Brown, we are sorry to learn, has been se- 
verely attacked by the palsy. Hyppes are enter- 
tained of his speedy recovery. It occurred at his 
residence in New York, just as he was about to 
leavé it for Washington. — | 


The mail, proceeding. from Baltimore for Phila. 
delphia, was robbed near Elkton, by a person who 
had taken his seat as a passenger in the carriage, 
at Havre de Grace. Seated belind the driver, he 
knocked hin down, and, while he was stunned by 
the blow, secured him, then drove the carriage off 
from the road, where the mail was found rifled and 
the driver bound fast. itis believed that the rob- 
ber has some accomplices. Three persons were 
arrested at Wilmington on suspicion, but discharg- 
ed. The affair occurred on the night of Tharsday 
last week, and as yet the robber is not taken. We 
learn that for this desolate part of the mail route a 
regular guard will be established. : 


“Mr. De Kunzow, late resident minister in the 
United States from the court of Sweden, has re- 
ceived from his royal master, as amark of his high 
approbation, ike right ahd tities of baron of the 





Constantinople, 600,000 quintals ef wheat, and 


Einggom.” 
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A politician, like Sampson, must carry his strength 
in his head, not in his arms. 

Munificence. Gen. Stephen Van Rensselaer has 
subscribed 500 dollars per unnum, for three years 
to come, to the Albany county agricultural society. 
He has contributed the same amount for the last 
three years. 

Again! Another, the seventh! attempt was re- 
cently made to elect a member of congress for the 
second district of the state of Vermont. This elec- 
tion is said to have,cost the district from 12 to 16000 
dollars. 

Georgia. The governor of this state is elected 
by the members of the legislature, and there has 
lately been a very warm contest about the choice 
ef them. The candidates for the gubernatorial 
chair are gen. Clark, the present incumbent, and 
col. Troup. The Savannah “Republican” says 
that a majority of those elected are friends of the 
latter; but the “Georgian,” published in the same 
city, gives alist of the counties and shews a majori- 
ty for the former. These things would not have 
been noticed but because the name of Mr. Craw- 
ford, secretary of the treasury of the United States, 
has been curiously brought into the contest—gen. 
Clark being regarded as his inveterate enemy, and 
col. Troup as his decided friend; but what amuses 
us is, why the secretary of the treasury should have 
any thing at stake in the election of a governor of 
Georzia—we know not how to suppose that he has 
interfered in the contest—the people have, most 
probably, carried the personal feelings of the se- 
eretary and governor into it, of their own accord. 

Murder. A person in Suffolk county, Virginia, 
was lately killed by a quack, who administered to 
him so powerful a dose of opium that he was found 
a corpse by his wife when she awoke at his side 
the next morning! The fellow was taken into cus- 


ee 
rie Canal. It will be recollected that what is 
called the middle section of this canal is navigable 
the fine village of Utica stands near the lower 
end of it, and the papers there every week notice 
the arrival and departure of boats, &c. During the 
the week ending on the 25d ult. 30 boats arrived 
with 602 bls. of flour, 372 do. salt, 74 do. pork, 114 
do. ashes, 1587 bush. wheat, 1198 gals. whiskey, 
and quantities of coal, boards, brick and timber. 
On their departure, they took away 128 tons of 
merchandise and many passengers. 


Whale fishery. A ship has arrived at Nantucket, 
from the Pacific ocean, with 1200 barrels of oil. 
She reports forty-one vessels belonging to that port, 
that were on the coasts of Peru and Chili, and on 
the N. W. coast, with from 2000 barrels of oil to 
smaller quantities, according to time and good for- 
tune. : 

Slaves. The Louisiana Advertiser of the 11th 
Sept. says, “along the frontier of the state of Loui- 
siana, there is at this moment almost every species 
of smuggling carried on—slaves are brought in by 


dozens.”? 


Harvard College, From the trieniel catalogue 
of the graduates of this ancient seat of learning, 
just published, it appears that 4972 persons have 
received its honors; that 4622 have procured the 
degree of bachelor of arts. Of the last number, 
2880 are numbered with the dead; 1225 were min- 
isters of the gospel, of whom 307 are still living. 
The oldest living graduate is the venerable Ed- 
ward A. Holyoke, M. D. LL. D. who received his 








P m ———— 
first degree in 1744-75 years ago, and is stij} liy 
ing, active in his profession, and one of the most 
distinguished physicians in the United States, 
the six next classes. who succeeded him, there ; 
not one living. Of the class of 1753, there jg ae 
one; of-1754, none, of 1755, two, president Adan, 
and judge Sewall; of 1756, three, one of whom ic 
vur respected and venerable townsman, the hoy 
Timothy Walker, who is now the sixth living graqy. 
ate on the catalogue. 

Concord CN. H. ). Observer. 


Bitumen, There isa well about 70 miles west of 
Cumberland Gap, in Wayne county, Ken. on the 
Big South Fork of Cumberland river, which throws 
up daily about three or four hundred gallons of , 
fluid matter, having the appearance of tar. This 
bitumen has not been analyzed, and, of course 
its value is not yet ascertained. 

Old times. Inthe reign of Edward the first of 
England, the price of a fair written bible was /,37, 
The hire of alaborer was three half pence a day; the 
purchase of a copy would, of course, have taken 
such a person tie earnings of 4,800 days, or 13 
years and 55 days—and, excluding the Sunday's, 
something more than 15 years and 3 months of con. 
stant labor would have been required to compass 
the price. 

Beggars. Of the 278,000,000 of individuals who 
inhabit Europe, there are said to be 17,000,000 of 
beggars, or persons who subsist at the expense of 
the community, without contributing to its re. 
sources. 

Gor Thur, a new variety of the wild ass.—The 
marquis of Hastings, governor general in India, has 
received as a present from the nabob of Bhaw-wul- 
pur, a wild ass, of the speciescalled Gor Thur by 
the Indians. ‘This beautiful animal. is from 11 to 
12 hands high, has long ears, black eyes, and is of 
achamois color. He is not to be tamed, and in 
this and many other respects, he resembles the 
African Zebra. He is represented asa most finish- 
ed model of beauty, agility and strength. 


Col. Chapin, of Springfield, Mass: 


Great oxen. 


‘chusetts, famous for his success in fatting oxes, 


now has three, of which the following are the 
weights: 


Largestox . . : ; 3028 tbs. 
Mate , e ’ ° » 2709 
Four year old steer. 2156 


Winchester, Va. October 1S. On Tuesday last 
came on for trial in the superior court of this coun 
ty, the suit of Mildred Thatcher vs. Thos. Buck ant 
Ann his wife, to recover damages for propagating 
a slanderous report. The counsel for the plaintif 
represented her as young, beautiful and accom: 
plished; and the counsel for the defendant urg' 
how hard it was for a man to pay for what his wile 
chose to speak,—that it was founded upon a most 
arrant fiction of the law that the wife was unde 


the control of her husband. Damages 1500 dollars. | 


Slander!’ Some years ago, a witness was ¢%* 
mined before a judge, in an action of slander, wh? 
required him to repeat the precise words spoke" 
by the defendant. The witness he stated, 
fected some embarrassment till he had fixed up% 
himself the attention of all who were in court, * 
then with apparent reluctance went on;—he 
—May it please your honor—you lie, and steal, @ 
get your living by cheating! Turn to the jury, if you 
please--exclaimed the judge. 
Portsmouth Journal. 
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